
Honors/AP Course Application  
(for English and Social Studies courses) 

 

RATIONALE  
 
The academic departments at AACS Upper School strive to offer advanced courses that provide students with 
a careful balance of growth, challenge, and success.  It is our intent that all qualified students have this 
opportunity.  On occasion, limited class size or scheduling constraints may keep a student from an honors or 
AP course, but such is the exception, not the rule.   
 
This Honors/AP Application form explains the process to parents, and provides the teachers and department 
chairs with the information necessary to assess students’ qualifications for advanced courses, upon which 
acceptance decisions are made.  PLEASE NOTE that selection for these courses depends upon ACCEPTABLE 
SECOND SEMESTER GRADES.  We review course placement decisions based on the June report card. 

 
The Course Catalog available on our website provides detailed course descriptions, including pre-
requisites, which are pertinent to this process.  Please refer to this often. 
 

Criteria for Honors/AP Course Approval 
Current Grades 
In general, an A is required to advance from a standard level course to an honors/AP level course.  In general, a 
B or above is required to continue from an honors/AP level to another honors/AP level.  Refer to the Course 
Catalog for course-specific details.  On occasion, standardized test scores (PSAT, SAT, etc.) are also used. 

 

Current Teacher Recommendation 
This is based on demonstrated motivation, work ethic, passion for topic/course, depth of thinking, approach, 
and skills, and consistency in current level of study and preparation. 

 

Appropriateness of Course 
Whether a student should take a particular course at a particular point in their high school career is an 
important criterion.  This is based on pre-requisites, co-requisites, college and career plans, other options, 
course descriptions, and other factors.  This is ultimately determined on a case by case basis by the 
department chair, but course descriptions and pathways of courses for each department speak to this. 

Student Input 
Students are often asked to explain their interest in the topic, reasons for wanting to study at an advance 
level, demonstrate outside activities that support such interest, or demonstrate necessary skills (e.g., writing, 
foreign language fluency).  Refer to details on the back of this form. 

 

Parent & Student Commitment  
This acknowledges dedication to the level of study and preparation appropriate for these advanced courses.   
 
 

  NOTE: AP courses require the student to take the national AP exam in May. 
 

Please see questions on next page, for English or Social Studies Hon/AP courses 



Questions for Honors/AP Course Consideration 

 
NOTE:  Staple your typed answers to your Course Selection form, which is due in the office by February 10. 
 
  

English Please provide the following plan for the upcoming semester (staple your typed  

  response to your Course Selection form):   
 

1. What is your plan for academic success this semester? Please provide a list of goals or 
benchmarks for this semester to be used to demonstrate your ability to succeed in an honors 
course next year. These can be grades above a certain level, timely completion of 
assignments, improvement in skills necessary for the class, or other observable criteria. 
Consult your parents and your current teacher in formulating this list.  

 

 
Social Studies  Please answer all three questions below (staple your typed responses to your  

   Course Selection form):  
 

1. Why do you wish to study this subject at an Honors/AP level? 
2. What particular aspects of social studies/ history interest you most? 
3. Please list any books or articles you have read during the past several years, or places you 

have visited, that may have heightened your interest in this subject area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We engage students in an education of excellence  
enabling them to impact the world through a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 


