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A Message from Mr.

his morning I had coffee with a

couple of our school dads who

I met during my first year here

back in the fall of 2012. Their
kids are moving along on their educational journey at AACS, and will be AACS
lifers (attended K-12) at the end of their experience. They wanted to talk about the
last six school years. The paragraph below surfaced the answers to most of their initial
questions. I tried to thoughtfully respond and as best as possible recall the numbers
connected to some of their questions, along with more strategic outcomes that they
were curious about. The stats and the more programmatic outcomes speak for
themselves. But, at the end of their historical “interrogation” (Don’t worry it was
100% friendly), I needed to speak to what has driven, and will continue to drive me
in the years ahead.

What I explained to them was what I stated back when I was being interviewed
and in all of my initial queries...my deal is Christ and kids. Our mission speaks
specifically to those priorities, and that only happens when our school culture
is aligned and focused on both Jesus Christ and our students. So for me, the
recollections of these past six school years are filled with people....with relationships.
My mind’s eye is drawn to the amazing faculty and staff that engages our students
every day. I see their sacrifice and I see their visible faith being played out in their
relationships with our students, our school parents and their teammates. I am also
drawn to the scores of students that I have been blessed to know well.

I love our kids. I am inspired by them every day. I was moved to tears this past
week at our 8th grade chapel and I was similarly challenged at our senior chapel.

We exist because of Jesus and for kids. ..and that should say it all.

Yes, we have accomplished much over the past six years and our next phase of
strategic planning and school accreditation will provide us with the vision of what
lies ahead for AACS. But please know that it is our relationships that matter most.

First and foremost with Jesus, and then with the students, families, faculty/staff
who God sends us each and every year. We do stand on the verge of a season of great
opportunity. If pursued with our missional priorities inspiring our efforts, then I
believe God has some amazing plans for our future.

As I began this article, my “Coffee Buddies” had some specific questions, and yes,
much has been accomplished. Just don’t miss the two paragraphs that precede this
one. We've completed our five year Strategic Plan that was published in January 2013.
Our School Accreditation Term that was initiated in the Spring of 2013 is
complete. We've opened a new lower school in Severn. We've seen the development
and implementation of a K-12 Educational Support Program. Enrollment has
grown from a low of 781 to an antici-
pated enrollment of 935 for school year
2018-2019. To be reminded about The
NOW WHAT?, re-read those two
center paragraphs. T

In His Service and Yours,
Rick Kempton, Superintendent
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A downloadable version is also available online at
aacsonline.org.
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Inside AACS

Lower School :: Annapolis

by Allison (DeRoo) Kim, 03

here is no doubt that these five remarkable teachers

have exemplified this verse throughout their many

years teaching at the Annapolis Lower School. Their
passion for children to know Jesus, their excitement for learn-
ing, and their desire to do their best work for the Lord is
certainly evident. Now the Lord has called them to new
chapters in their lives.

include some much-needed rest and relaxation, quality time
with her aging parents (and new puppy), as well as traveling
with friends. She is grateful to the AACS community for 29

wonderful years!

Anne Schmidt has been teaching Pre-K at AACS for 18
years. With her bubbly personality and creativity through the
roof, she magically helps her little students fall in love with
school. Anne’s patience and joy fosters a warm environment
for youngsters and sets an inviting tone for newcomers to the
AACS community. Although she will miss her little ones at
AACS, she is looking forward to spending time with family
and new granddaughter, Lyla, in Florida.

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not human masters...” Colossians 3:23

As many third grade alumni and parents know, her sense
of humor and creative approach to teaching make Donna
DeRoo a perfect fit for third graders. From “DeRoo Dollars”
to the “I love broccoli” song, to the framed verse that
she specifically picks out for each child, Donna knows how
to make school fun and meaningful — always keeping the
hearts of her students in mind. Although she will miss
her students, she is looking forward to family time, church
ministries and simply enjoying a cup of tea. She says, 4ACS
has been part of the life of our family since 1976. We have seen
it flourish and become a light to Annapolis and beyond. Through
God’s grace and dedicated leadership it has stayed true to its
Sfounding principles. It is God's school and I know He will guide it
into the future. All glory goes to Him.”

Devotion and loyalty describe Doris Johnson, AACS
teacher of 29 years. “The highlight of her career” she says,
“has always been the children. I will miss their eagerness to
learn, their unconditional love, being able to share Jesus with
them, laugh with them, and watch them grow physically,
spiritually, and academically.” Doris’ faithfulness and
dedication is not only evident in her teaching but also in her
friendships with coworkers. The next chapter of her life will
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Judy Thomas” peppy disposition and expert teaching makes
her loved by her students, families and colleagues. After
25 years of teaching at AACS, Judy is devoting her time to
pursuing a master’s degree in applied psychology and hopes
to be a mental health therapist. She is thankful for her second
graders’ laughs, hugs and read-a-louds, as well as her
friendships with coworkers.

With a background in speech pathology, Jan Ward has been
faithfully serving AACS for 14 years. Her passion for young
readers is fueled by her joy of witnessing those “Aha!”
moments in her students. She has a beautiful way of
making young learners feel confident in who they are as God’s
workmanship through her intentional encouragement. Jan is
looking forward to time with her growing family and church
ministries.

As a faculty and staff, AACS strives to have a culture defined
by visible faith, courageous humility, healthy discontentment
and steadfast joy. These teachers admirably demonstrate these
characteristics. A hearty “THANK YOU” from the AACS
families, faculty and staff, and the hundreds of little people
you have influenced for the sake of the Kingdom. T
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Lower School :: Severn

DEVELOPING THE HEARTS & MINDS
OF OUR STUDENTS

second grade boy saw Carin Vogelzang in the hall and
Ac‘excitedly asked, “Do I get to come see you today?” That

is how our students feel about Carin Vogelzang and
the new Educational Support Program at the Severn Lower
School (SLS).

Our school’s mission is to engage students in an education
of excellence, enabling them to impact the world through a
growing relationship with Jesus Christ. We are dedicated to
serving the needs of our families. The Ed Support Program at
AACS desires to help each child recognize his/her God-given
gifts and to help them see that God is at work in them.

This year marks the third year of our SLS campus. We
continue to grow in enrollment, and this year we were able to
expand our school-wide Educational Support Program to our
campus at SLS.

Our K-12 Educational Support Program is led by Carolyn
Beall. She has been helping the SLS in our first two years. This
year we added an Educational Support Teacher, Emily
Williams. Emily served in this role until she gave birth to her
first child in October, and then Carin Vogelzang took over the
role.

AACS is committed to providing academic support for
students with learning differences. One of our core values—
educating the whole child—means that we honor God-given
gifts, talents, and challenges while providing an excellent edu-
cation and a firm foundation in which students can flourish.
We partner, collaborate, and communicate with classroom
teachers, students, and parents.

We are excited about the ways that students with learning
differences at SLS are being included in the body of Christ.
Emily and Carin have been able to work alongside teachers to
identify student needs and problem-solve to find the best ways

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the
same Spirit distributes them. There are different
kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are
different kinds of service, but the same end.
There are different kinds of working,
but in all of them and in everyone it is
the same God at work.” Colossians 3:23

to support students in the classroom. They may assist teach-
ers in the classroom or pull groups of students with specific
needs. Carin, Emily, and Carolyn have also met with parents
and teachers to help everyone understand each child’s specific
needs.

Students spend close to 15,000 hours in school. For some
that means many hours of struggle. Our Educational
Support Program seeks to help students experience success by
understanding their strengths, finding tools to help them with
their weaknesses, developing their gifts, and helping them to
achieve great things for Christ and His Kingdom.

As we continue to build our Ed Support Program, we ask
the following questions:

How can we create a culture of belonging for our
students and for our families?

How can we celebrate diversity?

How can we honor each student as a member of
the body of Christ?

Please stop by the SLS campus any time. We would love to
show you all God is doing through our gifted teachers and
staff and all He is doing in the hearts and minds of our
amazing students. T

AACS is committed to providing academic support for students with learning differences.



Middle School :: Annapolis :: by Carrie Soldano

A
LEGACY

OF

in 1971 with three teachers and 32 students in grades

K-3. The school flourished and grew, reaching a
milestone in 1985 when 12 students had the distinction of
becoming Annapolis Area Christian Schools first high school
graduates. Rick Slenk, who began teaching in 1981 and taught
those first graduates 9th-12th grade History, has been involved
in the school’s phenomenal growth over the last 37 years.

Yes, Rick has served AACS for thirty-seven years!

When we were planning how we could best celebrate a
career that has spanned almost four decades and deeply
impacted our school community, Lori Slenk came up with a
slogan we loved - “It’s the end of an era!” But that is technically
true only for Rick and Lori, who go forth at the end of June
to do God’s work in new and exciting ways. For the rest
of the AACS community, we are blessed by the legacy left
by this godly man’s humble, faithful service. And the “era” of
Christian education at AACS will continue, God willing, for
many more decades, thanks in great part to leadership like
Ricks.

First and foremost, one of Rick’s greatest legacies is his clear
understanding of the distinctives of Christian Education and
his mentoring of Middle School teachers in understanding
how to integrate faith formation with an excellent, rigorous
educational program. This integration organically results in a
beautiful community that loves God and one another through
a mutual love of Christ. Another related legacy is how Rick
goes about mentoring teachers and staff at the middle school;
his approach to professional development through the nurtur-
ing of a Christian collegiate culture led by God’s Spirit has
been the soil from which almost everything else grows. He
has taught us to ask good questions and has modeled a desire
to continually ask ourselves how we can serve our students
and families best, and to answer those questions together in
ways that are intentional and programmatic. He has provided
a summer Conclave for teachers for 17 years, an intensive
three-day professional retreat to reconnect and dive into pro-
fessional development and planning for the upcoming year.
Out of his leadership in understanding Christian Education
and through a nurturing professional community of believ-
ers, much has been accomplished at the Middle School
over the last 20 years.

One of RicK’s first efforts was to organize the Middle School

into grade level teaching teams that specialize in their

The doors of Annapolis Area Christian School opened

6 ANCHORAGE MAGAZINE / SPRING 2018

Inside AACS

A Trbate T

Rick Glenk. MG Principal

students’ developmental needs intellectually, socially and
spiritually, and he has ensured over the years that teaching
teams are given the time and resources necessary to plan
faith-based integrated learning together. The fruit of this “best
practice” organizational structure has been impressive. The
Middle School implemented AACS’ first one-to-one laptop
program after several years of study and preparation under
Rick’s wise leadership. Teachers have mapped curriculum,
embraced project-based learning, increased STEM opportuni-
ties, kept abreast of brain-based research and its educational
implications, wrestled with a digital invasion, worked
tirelessly with students to help them create a genuine
Christian culture they can call their own, helped develop
a Biblical view of our approach to students with learning
differences, and developed a student-centric worship
program that engages students in authentic expressions of

One of Rick’s greatest legacies is his
clear understanding of the distinctives of
Christian Education and his mentoring
of Middle School teachers in understanding of
how to integrate faith formation with

an excellent, rigorous educational program.



Inside AACS

their love of Christ and what they are learning about
following Him in their daily lives.

Interestingly, when I spoke with teachers about Rick’s legacy
in preparation for writing about it, very few responded first
by noting those impressive Middle School accomplishments.
They all spoke first about the impact Rick has had on them
personally, professionally and in community as a godly man,
a man who loves God, loves to worship God, and who shows
us in his daily life what it “looks like” to be a Christian leader.
Two years ago, Rick worked on the executive committee that
labored to articulate our core values at AACS, and when those
values were published, those of us who know Rick realized
that he not only understands our core values, he embodies
them: visible faith, courageous humility, steadfast joy, healthy
discontent. He “is” our core values, and his leadership in
expressing so beautifully our essential identity as Christian
educators is sure to be one of the legacies that will guide AACS
as we continue to navigate the myriad of changes in a
post-Christian world.

Visible Faith * Courageous Humility
Steadfast Joy * Healthy Discontent

AACS will forever thank

Rick Clenk

Peer Testimonials

“It has been such a pleasure working for Rick the
past 13 years. One of the things that I have most
appreciated about Rick is the environment he has
helped foster at the Middle School. He has created a
culture in which teachers are given the freedom to be
innovative and creative. leachers are given time to
collaborate with each other and discuss ways to help
students thrive academically, socially, and spiritually.
Rick has taught our faculty the importance of being
intentional in everything that we do and to continue
to pursue excellence rather than be content to
maintain the status quo. His door is always open
to listen to a story, discuss an idea, solve a problem or
share a laugh. I will forever be grateful that I have
been able to sit under his wisdom and leadership
during my time at AACS.”

~Brian Miller

“Rick has been a great asset to AACS over the past
37 years. His passion as an educator, his desire
to impact kids, and his pursuit of new ways to
accomplish that, have made him an amazing leader
Jfor our school. He has been a great example to work
under. His leadership has been inspiring and he is a
man worth following. His love of Christ and of kids
and of his staff is very evident day to day. I consider
him a great leader, boss, mentor and most of all friend.
He will be greatly missed but his impact will continue
on for a long time through the programs he began and
even more so through the lives he invested in. Because
of him, we are better teachers and students. He is just
a great man to be around.”

~ Pau(Brophy
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Inside AACS

Upper School :: Severn

van Robertson has been a standout AACS student

Ence he arrived in sixth grade and finished his tenure as

aledictorian of his graduating class on May 24, 2018.

One of his most impressive accomplishments is that both his

SAT and his ACT scores were in the top 1% of the country.

Evan also is one of the very few students in AACS history to
score a 5 out of 5 on all his AP exams!

In the summer of 2017, Evan was selected to participate in
both the United States Air Force Academy and United States
Naval Academy Summer Seminars. In September, Evan was
named a Commended Student in the 2018 National Merit
Scholarship Program. About 34,000 Commended Students
throughout the nation were recognized for their exceptional
academic promise. Commended Students placed among the
top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.6 million students who
entered the 2018 competition by taking the 2016
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT/NMSQT).

“AACS has exposed me to secular
thinking and philosophy, viewed
through a Christian perspective.”

Since then, Evan has had a challenging decision to make in
where he would attend college. Caleb Robertson, AACS Class
of 2014, and Luke Robertson, AACS Class of 2016, are Evan’s
older brothers and both attend the U.S. Naval Academy. His
father is also a Naval Academy graduate. After weighing his
many options, Evan has decided to make his own mark on the

U.S. Naval Academy where he will attend this fall.

As Evan looks forward to the future, he feels that AACS
has prepared him well for the culture he’ll face. “AACS
has exposed me to secular thinking and philosophy, viewed
through a Christian perspective,” said Evan. When asked
about what she appreciates most about her son’s high school
experience, Evan’s mother Mary Robertson said “I have
appreciated the way Evan has been able to chart his own path,
with support from his teachers. He has been challenged to
think deeply about the world around him and how best
to engage his gifts and talents. He sure has had some
extraordinary teachers along the way at AACS.”

In addition to his academic achievements and comple-
tion of his senior practicum at AACS, Evan also rowed for
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the Annapolis Junior Rowing Association (AJR) and won the
Cooper Cup. Its the first time an AJR 8+ boat has won the
Cooper Cup and he won alonggside fellow AACS students Ben
Thompson and Whit Thompson. Evan Robertson is also the
AJR Team Captain and will be rowing for the Naval Academy

next year.

“I have appreciated the way that Evan
has been able to chart his own path,
with the support of his teachers.

He has been challenged to think deeply
about the world around him, and how

best to engage his gifts and talents.”
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Galatians 6:10
F und by Graham Thorpe, *97

hat does it look like to carry a burden for someone

else? It may look like a meal given, or an evening

of prayer, watching a child for a weekend, or
loaning a car out so that a friend or neighbor can take care of
a few things. It could mean coming alongside a family
or fellow community member and picking up a financial
need that goes unmet due to extreme or unforeseen
circumstances. Or it could just simply require us to be present
and intentional about the time spent with one another.

As a people of faith in Jesus Christ, the AACS community

has always desired to meet the needs of its families in multiple

\
r \\ Fund

-

ways. One of those major ways has been to provide short-term
financial assistance to families facing emergency situations
that arise amongst our community. For many years we have
had families and members of our faculty and staff that have
given special gifts to help keep students enrolled at AACS
during unexpected and difficult times — due to illness or job
loss or some other intense emergency.

Galatians 6:10 says, “So then, as we have opportunity, let
us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith.” In an effort to both formalize and bring
awareness to this need, the AACS Board of Directors has
created the Galatians 6:10 Fund. Our hope is that this Fund
will be a way that we who are blessed may be a blessing to
those who are in a place of unexpected need.

For more information, contact the Advancement Office:

* Graham Thorpe (gthorpe@aacsonline.org)
* Ashlee Kastendike (akastendike@aacsonline.org)

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone,

and especially to those who are of the household of faith.”

AACS is a proud participant in the Chesapeake Bay Area Combined Federal Campaign (CFC).

The five digit code to designate AACS is 22852. For more info, visit www.cbacfc.org.

SPRING 2018 / ANCHORAGE MAGAZINE
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Alumni visit campus to
observe Senior Practicums

LEFT to RIGHT: Jenny Milhoan, Emily Poindexter,

Julia Schaefer, Leah Cotton
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Chelsea (Thomas) Clarence, ‘01, and her husband,
Brett, welcomed Savanah Grace Clarence on January
13, 2018. Savanah joined big sister, Alaina, and measured
7 lbs, 6 oz, 19 inches.

Jon Rossetti, ‘01, and his wife, Leann, welcomed
Anna Teresa Rossetti on March 2, 2018. She weighed 7 Ibs,
13 oz, 19 inches, and joins big brother, Justin.

Asher Panton, ‘01, and his wife, Raychel, welcomed
their first child, Jack Rowland Panton, on May 15, 2018.
They live in Greenville, NC where Asher is the Senior Pastor
at Immanuel Baptist Church.

Hillary (Bartlett) Shemler, ‘99, and her husband,
David, welcomed daughter, Charlie Anne Shemler, on
January 21, 2018. Charlie measured 8 Ibs, 21 inches, and
joins big sister, Sammy.

John Kulp, ‘07, and Sara (Chew) Kulp, ‘06,
welcomed Amelia Jade Kulp on April 6, 2018. Amelia mea-
sured 7 Ibs, 5 oz, 19.5 inches, and joins big sister, Quinn.
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Danny Locklear, ‘13, is currently a coach for both AACS
football and men’s lacrosse. He also serves as the strength and
conditioning coach for the upper school and Athletic
Performance Inc. He is now offering strength and condition-
ing classes for all faculty and staff, parents, and alumni. Classes
will be held in the AACS Kilby Center. For more info, contact
Danny at dannylocklear142@gmail.com.
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Krista Filiopoulos, ‘14, plays tennis for Washington
College, and received All-Centennial Conference honorable
mention in singles. She previously earned second-team honors
a year ago and honorable mention in 2015. She went 15-5 in
singles this year, including a combined 13-4 at No. 2 and No.
3 this spring and 7-3 in conference matches. Filiopoulos also
received second-team doubles honors in 2015.

Do you have some exciting news to share?

Email your updates to akastendike@aacsonline.org
to be included in the next issue of Alumni News announcements!
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Alumni Spotlight

Serving the

by Morgan Ray-Vottero, 15 I N P O L I T I C S

fter graduating from AACS in the fall of 2015, I
enrolled in Anne Arundel Community College
where I studied for two years. I spent those years
acclimating to college coursework, getting involved
in as many clubs as possible, and trying to balance a social life.

It was during the spring of 2017 that I was elected president
of the Student Political Association, a newly established club
that aimed to better equip and encourage students to get
involved with politics at the local, state, and federal level.
The 2016 Presidential Election cycle took a toll on a lot
of people, and I personally strived to foster an environ-
ment where students could disagree, but still support their

h
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local communities and create change many of us wanted
to see. Working alongside fellow students in a bipartisan
fashion encouraged me to continually reach out to people of
all backgrounds and ideologies. The process was challenging at
times, but the rewards were endless. I took a stand outside of
my comfort zone and I learned more about myself than I ever
imagined.

Since then I transferred to Penn State University Harrisburg,
where I just completed my last semester of my junior year.
Penn State had always been a dream of mine, and although
the acclimation was at times difficult, I met some of the best
and most diverse groups of people who encouraged me to
pursue my faith and my dreams. After only being a student
for two weeks, I noticed students weren't engaged with politics
and there weren’t many political organizations on campus. So
I founded a new bipartisan political involvement association
to better engage with students, and encourage them to get
more involved. The mission is the same: empower students
to get involved and show that even with different political
affiliations, common ground can be found. Though the club
is new, I am looking forward to returning in the fall to initiate
more campus activities for students!

“If I could give our new graduates any advice,
it would be to cherish the time they had at AACS

and to be courageous as they step out

and fulfill God’s great plan for them!”

In addition to a full load of coursework, I was able to
erience firsthand local politics as an Assistant Campaign
ager for a State Committeeman. It was a lot of work,
rewarding. I was encouraged to meet students and
cians with similar goals as mine. I am so thankful for the
ortunity I had to be a part of that campaign and will be
yorking for another local campaign for Maryland Delegate
is summer.

ooking back, I am so fortunate that I was involved

v student life at AACS, as that gave me the

onfidence to step up to the plate in college. If I could

give our new graduates any advice, it would be to

cherish the time they had at AACS and to be

courageous as they step out and fulfill God’s great
plan for them! T




AACS proudly presents...

LdSS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18
Athletic Hall of Fame

Induction Banquet

6:45pm | Kilby Athletic Center

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19
Blue & Gold Day (all campuses)

Upper School Athletic games
Upper School Powder Puff game

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20

Fall Festival for all ages
Homecoming Football game

Alumni Reunions
(Classes of 2008, 1998, and 1988)

Meet at the Alumni Tent!

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
Welcome to the alumni association!

SUNDAY, JULY 29

Alumni Summer Crab Feast
3:00-6:00pm

$20 adult / $50 family
Sponsored by Blue & Gold Club

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10

Class of 1998 20-year Reunion
7:00pm at Blackwall Hitch

Details on Facebook

20138

ALUMNI
EVENTS

December 2018

Alumni Christmas Reception
Federal House Annapolis

January 2019

Young Alumni
Chapel & Luncheon
Upper School
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LOWER SCHOOL :: ANNAPOLIS
710 Ridgely Avenue
Annapolis, MD 21401

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

LOWER SCHOOL :: SEVERN
61 Gambrills Road ANNAPOLIS, MD

Severn, MD 21144 PERMIT #559
MIDDLE SCHOOL :: ANNAPOLIS ‘\
716 Bestgate Road
Annapolis, MD 21401
s

h
UPPER SCHOOL :: SEVERN e ey
109 Burns Crossing Road ANNAPOLIS AREA
VSTV ARPVEN  CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

ALUMNL

CRABIEA

SUNDAY, JULY 29™
3:00 TO 6:00 PM

Families welcome! o $20/adult, $50/family

RSVP to akastendike@aacsonline.org
Sponsored by the Blue & Gold Club

SAVETHE DATE
HOMECOMING
WEEKEND 2018

OCTOBER 18-20™

Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet
Fall Festival & Athletic Games
Alumni Reunions for

Classes of ‘88, ‘98, ‘08



